Centralized Station Master File Glossary of Terms

FSAC -- The 5 digit Freight Station Accounting Code (FSAC) assigned to the station by the ROAD MARK. FSACs cannot be changed on existing records in the CSM.

TYPE OF TRANSACTION -- Transaction code which describes the activity you desire to be performed to the records of the CSM: (A)dd, (C)hange or (E)xpire. NOTE: (A)dd is only used to create entirely new stations in the CSM. To alter any data item of a record already in the CSM, use the (C)hange option. The TYPE OF TRANSACTION is required on all FORM AD 101 submissions.

STATION EFFECTIVE DATE -- The date the station was originally created/made effective.

ROAD MARK -- The 2 to 4 character road mark of the railroad to which station information is being (A)dded, (E)xpire, or (C)hanged. Mark must (currently) be registered in RAILINC's Railroad Register file, and in the Standard Carrier Alpha Code (SCAC) tariff published by the National Motor Freight Traffic Association (NMF 101 series tariff).

SPLC -- The Standard Point Location Code assigned to the station. It is a 6 to 9 digit numeric code used to specify the physical location of the station. A minimum of 6 digits are required. SPLCs are assigned through Railinc Business Services Division, Senior Data Analyst by the NMFTA (for US & Mexican locations) and by the Canadian Transportation Agency (CTA) of Canada (for Canadian locations).

INTERCHANGE JUNCTION ABBREVIATION -- The alpha abbreviation (Rule 260) assigned to stations at which interchanges between railroads occur. There are different types of interchanges possible including Operating only, Revenue only and Normal (for both operating and revenue purposes). This item is limited to a maximum of 5 characters, RULE 260 JUNCTION ABBREVIATIONS can only be assigned by Railinc Business Services Division, Senior Data Analyst.

NAME/CITY - The station's name. Often the location of the station is used as the station's name. This item is limited to a total of 19 characters and spaces. This name can be whatever the ROAD MARK desires, does not need to be unique, and is not edited in any way.

SPELLING AS PROVIDED TO OPSL - The station's official tariff spelling as listed in the Official Railroad Station List tariff (OPSL 6000 - series tariff). Often the location of the station is used as the station's OPSL name. This item is limited to a total of 30 characters and spaces.

NUMBER AS PROVIDED TO OPSL - The station's official OPSL number as listed in the Official Railroad Station List tariff (OPSL 6000 - series tariff). This numeric item is limited to a total of 8 positions - 5 digits plus decimal point plus 2 digits (e.g., 12345.00).

STATE/PROVINCE -- The approved 2 character abbreviation of the state or province where the station is located. This item is required for all rail and non-rail locations in North America.

ZIP -- The station's postal zip code. This item is limited to 9 characters and is recommended, but optional.

COUNTY -- The county where the station is located. This item is limited to 20 characters, and requires the approved spelling of the county as shown in the NMFTA SPLC Master tariff. This item is required for all rail and non-rail locations in North America. Locations in Canada and Mexico currently use the country name in this item.

COUNTRY -- The United Nations 2 character abbreviation of the country where the station is located. This item is limited to 2 characters, and is required for all rail and non-rail locations. Examples include "US" for the United States, "CA" for Canada and "MX" for Mexico.

STATION TYPE - Proper coding of this 1 character item depends on the type of transaction. (A)dd or (C)hange transactions may specify from one to five station type codes per station entry which indicate the role(s) the carrier plays at the station. Note: No hierarchy is inferred. (E)xpire transactions may specify only one station type code per station entry.

NATIONAL RATE BASE (NRB)-- Geographical grouping of all rail stations in the U. S. as an aid in checking shortline (Docket 28300) rail mileage between any two stations. A few Rate Base Cities are effective in Canada, but none are effective in Mexico. Stations may be assigned to one of about 2,855 NRB's.

NRB SPLC -- The Standard Point Location Code for the Rate Basing Point. This is a 6 to 9 digit numeric item. The SPLC (minimum of 6 digits) of the rate base must be provided if a rate base exists for the station. If no rate base is in effect, the item is left blank.

NRB CITY -- The rate base city. A total of 30 characters may be used. If no rate base exists, this item is left blank. The CITY must be spelled exactly as it appears in the NRB Spell Master table.

NRB STATE/PROVINCE -- The 2 character rate base state or province postal abbreviation. This is required only if a rate basis exists. If "NO RATE BASIS" information appears, this item is left blank.

SWITCH DISTRICT - Most rail stations have their own unique switch limit. Others, however, may be located within the reciprocal switching limits of another station (e.g., Wood Street Yard is within the Chicago reciprocal switching limits). If the station is not part of a larger station's limits, and in essence is its own “switch limit”, the Revenue Switch City is the Location Name that relates to the SPLC value as found in the NMFTA or CTA SPLC table.

SWITCH DISTRICT SPLC -- The Standard Point Location Code. The six digit SPLC of the switch limit must be provided if a switch limit exists for the station. If no switch limit exists, the item is coded with the same SPLC as the station itself (data item 6). In essence, the station is its own "switch limit".

CANADIAN INTERSWITCH SPLC -- Canadian interswitching (reciprocal switching) is mandated by Canadian legislation to all stations within a 30 km (18 mile) radius of an interchange between federally regulated carriers. A six digit Canadian Interswitch SPLC is required on all Canadian rail station records. Canadian rail stations at which interswitching applies are to be coded with the Canadian Transportation Agency (CTA) of Canada’s SPLC of the applicable interchange. For Canadian rail stations where interswitching does not apply, enter all zeros (000000) in this field.

REVENUE SWITCH CITY -- The SWITCH LIMIT "city". A maximum of 30 characters may be used. If no switch limit exists, the Revenue Switch City is the Location Name that relates to the SPLC value as found in the NMFTA or CTA SPLC table.

SWITCH DISTRICT STATE/PROVINCE -- The 2 character postal abbreviation of the state or province in which this REVENUE SWITCH AREA exists. This item is required if a switch limit exists. If the location is its own unique revenue switch area, the value is the Revenue Switch State/Province that relates to the SPLC value as found in the NMFTA or CTA SPLC table.

CUSTOMS CIF NUMBER -- Published in the IRF Customer Identification File (CIF), this item will not be part of the CSM data.

SERVICES AVAILABLE items are required for all rail locations.

EMBARGO -- Whether or not a station is closed for the acceptance of traffic due to external circumstances (i.e, weather disasters or worker strikes). Only one code may be entered for this item. CODE: "Y" the station is embargoed "N" the station is not embargoed

IMPORT/EXPORT -- Whether imports and/or exports are handled at the station. Only one code may be entered for this item.

CUSTOMS INSPECTION -- Whether U. S. Customs will inspect cars and/or intermodal units requiring customs clearance at this station. Only one code may be entered for this item. CODE: "Y" rail cars and/or intermodal units can be inspected at this station "N" customs inspections are not made here

GRAIN INSPECTION -- Whether recognized grain inspection authorities inspect grain at this station. Only one code may be entered for this item.

AUTO RAMP -- Whether automobiles can physically be loaded and/or unloaded from multilevel cars at this station. Only one code may be entered for this item.

INTERMODAL -- Whether facilities exist to physically load and/or unload trailers and/or containers from rail cars at this station. Up to 5 codes may be entered for this item. CODE: "0" If no intermodal loading/unloading facilities exist at the station "1" Circus type ramp(s) are located at this station "2" Overhead crane(s) are located at this station "3" Side lifter(s) are located at this station "5" Stack Train(s) can be handled at this station "6" Facility has been closed “7” Both Carload and Intermodal Facility Available.

RATING ZIP -- Between 5 and 9 characters in length, the RATING ZIP is used for the purpose of setting rates. The RATING ZIP may be different than the Station ZIP. This item is required for all revenue rail locations.

OPERATING RESTRICTIONS items are required for all rail locations, EXCEPT stations with Location Type “R” (Revenue Only).  They are optional for other location types including M (motor freight tariff locations) and L (international locations).

PLATE -- Maximum Plate size that can be handled at this station - If other than Plate C (which is considered normal and is the default), indicate Plate that can be handled (See Official Railway Equipment Register, RER 6000 series tariff, for definition of Plate).

This item is employed to ensure that no clearance problems exist at the station. Plate size "X" means size restriction has been eliminated. Only one code may be entered in this item.

WEIGHT -- Maximum Gross Weight on the rail that can be handled at this station. If 263,000 pounds, leave blank as we will consider that the default. If other than 263,000 pounds, insert the weight. Weight is to be reported in hundred weights (abbreviated CWT). For example, 312,000 pounds would be reported as 3120. This item can contain a maximum of 4 digits.

LOCATION COORDINATES items are required for STATION TYPE "T" locations only. They are optional for other location types.

LATITUDE -- 7 digit signed numeric location coordinates based on global width and expressed in degrees, minutes and seconds in the format DDD-MM-SS. An example would be +035-12-10 for 35 degrees, 12 minutes & 10 seconds north latitude. (If the latitude is expressed as a negative number, it is interpreted as south latitude.) This item can be completed for any type of station, not just for type "T".

The data in this field will be stored in the CSM file as a 9 digit signed decimal number representing coordinates based on global width expressed in 3 digit degrees and a 6 digit fraction of a degree.

LONGITUDE -- 7 digit signed numeric location coordinates based on global length and

expressed in degrees, minutes and seconds in the format DDD-MM-SS. An example would be +070-22-33 for 70 degrees, 22 minutes & 33 seconds west longitude. (If the longitude is expressed as a negative number, it is interpreted as east longitude.) This item can be completed for any type of station, not just for type "T".

The data in this field will be stored in the CSM file as a 9 digit signed decimal number

representing coordinates based on global length expressed in 3 digit degrees and a 6 digit fraction of a degree.

TIME ZONE -- A 2 character alpha code indicating a station's relative position to Greenwich mean time. For example, ET (Eastern Time); CT (Central Time); MT (Mountain Time); and PT (Pacific Time). This item can be completed for any type of station, not just for type "T".

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME INDICATOR -- A 1 character alpha 'Y' (for yes) or 'N' (for no) indicator of a station's observance of daylight savings time. This item can be completed for any type of station, not just for type "T".

RESPONDENT -- The name of the individual, phone number, and date completing the AD 101Form. This will be the first person contacted in case Railinc has questions in regards to the request for station add(s), change(s) or expire(s) in the CSM. 

