
Introduction to 
Embargo Webinar

Presenter: Andrew Killmer



General Announcements
• Webinar Reminders

• Attendees will be muted to reduce background noise.
• Submit any questions you have via the Q&A box.
• A copy of these slides will be sent out tomorrow.
• The presentation is expected to last 45 minutes.

• Please complete the short survey at the end of presentation.
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Agenda
• Embargo & OPSL Note Definitions
• Application Access and Roles
• Subscriptions
• Permits
• Industry Standards & TD-1 Circular
• Issuing an Embargo
• 824 and Hold Notifications
• Questions
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Embargo & OPSL 
Notes Definitions
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Embargo
• An Embargo is a temporary method of controlling or restricting traffic 
movements related to congestion, physical impairments (such as track 
or bridge damage) or dangerous weather.

• The AAR Embargo/OPSL Notes and Permit System allows railroads to 
issue, amend and cancel Embargoes and OPSL Notes in an 
electronic format.

• It allows a user with assigned permissions to grant a permit(s) for 
specific shipments to proceed to an embargoed location.

• The database also allows a user to search Embargoes by their 
number or attributes (i.e., location, date, etc.)
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OPSL Note
• An OPSL Note is a permanent method of identifying stations that 
require long-term controlled traffic movement (operation issues, 
clearance, weight, capacity, damage, etc.) 

• These are issued for problems that will not be resolved within one 
year. 

• OPSL Notes are not generated by the system and must be manually 
assigned by Railinc.
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Level 4 Embargoes
• A Level 4 Embargo can ONLY be approved by Railinc after they have 
been in direct phone contact with the AAR Operations Center. 

• The ‘Cause/Detail’ for a Level 4 Embargo is pre-filled with the 
following verbiage: “In consultation with the Department of Homeland 
Security, an emergency exists that could cause interference with 
railroad operations.” 

• Typically, a Level 4 Embargo affects traffic movement for TIH/PIH 
commodities (toxic inhalation/poison inhalation hazardous 
commodities). Only Railinc will issue a Level 4 Embargo at the 
direction of the AAR. All Level 4 Embargoes are issued by the AAR.
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Access and Roles
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Roles Within the Embargo Application
External Public Search Page
• embargo.railinc.com
• Search and view all Embargoes and OPSL Notes. 
• View Embargo and permit officers.
• View user guide, 824 error codes and frequently asked questions (FAQ).
Party to The Waybill
• Search and view all Embargoes and OPSL Notes. 
• Request, view and edit own permit requests.
• View Embargo and permit officers. 
• Subscribe to Embargo and tariff note notifications.
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Roles Within the Embargo Application
Embargo Officers/Permit Officers
• Request and maintain non-level 4 Embargoes on behalf of his/her road. 
• Issue, amend, cancel, reissue, clone, export and print Embargoes and 
permits.

• View audit log and journal for Embargoes and permits.
OPSL Note/Permit Officers
• Issue (request for) and maintain tariff notes on behalf of his/her road. 
• Issue, amend, cancel, clone, export and print OPSL Notes and permits.
• View audit log and journal for Embargoes and permits.
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Requesting Access to the Embargo Application
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Requesting Access to the Embargo Application

© 2021 Railinc. All Rights Reserved 12



Embargo 
Subscriptions

© 2021 Railinc. All Rights Reserved 13



Creating a Subscription
Subscribers to the AAR Embargo 
and Permit System can select to 
receive email notifications based 
on a number of criteria if an 
Embargo and/or an OPSL Note is: 
• Created 
• Approved 
• Cancelled 
• Expired
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Creating a Subscription
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Creating a Subscription Cont.
If limiting to select criteria, there are search tools you can use for assistance.
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Viewing and Editing Subscriptions
• Subscriptions are effective for 
one year. Subscribers will receive 
an email reminder one week prior 
to the subscription expiration 
date for a chance to renew it. 

• When viewing an effective/active 
subscription, the subscription can 
be edited, renewed or cancelled. 
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Permits
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What is a Permit?
• Embargoes and OPSL Notes 
may contain a provision for a 
permit to provide a controlled 
movement of traffic to an 
embargoed destination.
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Requesting a Permit
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Requesting Permits Approval
• Once you have requested a permit, it is 
up to the permit officer from the railroad 
who issued the Embargo to approve.

• You can search for the permit officer(s) 
for a road by utilizing the search tab.

• Permit officers will use the ‘Search 
Permit’ menu option to find and review 
the permit requests before 
approving/rejecting them.
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Agenda
• Embargo & OPSL Note Definitions
• Application Access and Roles
• Subscriptions
• Permits
• Industry Standards & TD-1 Circular
• Issuing an Embargo
• 824 and Hold Notifications
• Questions
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Industry Standards & 
TD-1 Circular
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Revised TD-1 Circular
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS 

Effective July 1, 2010
Updated June 18, 2020 

TO: Transportation Officers –
All Railroads The following instructions 
shall govern the placing and handling of 
Embargoes: The AAR TD-1 Circular 
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Revised TD-1 Circular
An Embargo is a method of controlling traffic movements when, in the 
judgement of the serving railroad, an actual or threatened physical or 
operational impairment, of a temporary nature, warrant restrictions against 
such movements 

For the purpose of this Circular, "Traffic" is defined as loaded and revenue 
empty freight cars, trailers and/or containers. In the case of disasters the 
definition of "Traffic" can be expanded to include embargo of empty freight 
cars. Empty equipment may be embargoed only in the case of a disaster in 
which damage or destruction of railroad facilities such as bridge fires, 
accidents, or the imminent occurrence of such a Physical Impairment (e.g., 
approaching hurricane, rising floodwaters). This shall include carrier and 
privately owned or leased freight cars, trailers and/or containers
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Revised TD-1 Circular
II. The TD-I Circular advises against issuing Embargoes for the following 
circumstances: 

• As a permanent measure to control traffic. 

• At the request of a consignee. 

• Against acceptance of Traffic on specified days. 

• Limiting the amount of Traffic to be accepted daily or periodically. 

• As a commercial measure to control the routing of Traffic to or via any 
particular gateway, railroad or destination which is not related to the 
existence of the impairment.
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Revised TD-1 Circular
II. The TD-I Circular advises against issuing Embargoes for the following 
circumstances:

• De-market traffic. 

• Restrict business growth. 

• Enforce terms of a contract or interchange agreement between railroads. 

• Against a consignor or consignee for failure to pay freight charges and/or 
demurrage. 

• Against Traffic consigned to the United States Government, its authorized 
agents or officers, except when the Physical or Operational impairment 
prevents movement of such Traffic.
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Issuing an Embargo 
or OPSL Note
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Issuing an Embargo or OPSL Note
• The available options for an Embargo or 
OPSL Note are nearly identical.

• Only an Embargo officer or OPSL Note 
officer can issue an Embargo or OSPL 
Note.
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Issuing an Embargo
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Issuing an Embargo Cont.
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Issuing an Embargo Cont.
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Issuing an Embargo Cont.

© 2021 Railinc. All Rights Reserved 33



Issuing an Embargo Cont.
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824 and 
Hold Notifications
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Hold Notifications
An Embargo hold email notification is an English version of the EDI 824 
messages that are distributed by the Embargo System.

• With this notification, short line carriers that may be impacted by an 
Embargo at an origin location will be notified via email. 

• In order to receive the email notification, each short line must have 
either a registered Embargo officer in the AAR Embargo/OPSL Note 
System or a contact listed in Railinc’s FindUs.Rail application for the 
Embargo Hold Notification category.

© 2021 Railinc. All Rights Reserved 36



EDI 824 and Hold Notifications
Example: 
“You received the email as a notification because the XXXX has a 
station registered at the origin point for a shipment that is going to a 
location that is currently embargoed. The email is sent to any carriers 
that have a station registered at that origin point, so that the carriers 
are aware to not originate any shipments to the destination as it is 
currently not allowing any traffic due to the Embargo. If you are not in 
possession of the car then no action is required of you. If you are then 
you would need to hold the car.”
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EDI 824 Error Codes and Descriptions
• 824 Error Codes can only be 
accessed by Embargo officers 
and Railinc administrators. 
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EDI 824
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Questions?
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@Railinc /railinc /railinc1 www.railinc.com

Railinc Keeps You Moving
Andrew Killmer

Phone: 877-724-5462
Email: csc@railinc.com
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