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General Announcements
• Webinar Reminders

• Attendees will be muted to reduce background noise.
• Submit any questions you have via the Q&A box.
• A copy of these slides will be sent out tomorrow.
• The presentation is expected to last 45 minutes.

• Please complete the short survey at the end of the presentation.
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Agenda
• Embargo & OPSL Note Definitions
• Application Access and Roles
• Industry Standards & TD-1 Circular
• Embargo – Search Embargo, Issue Embargo, Amend Embargo
• Permits – Search Permit, Admin Permit Create
• EDI 824 Error Codes, Outbound 824 Messages, Embargo Holds, 
Corrections & All-Clear Notifications

• CIF Synonyms
• Additional ‘Help’ Resources
• Common Questions
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Embargo & OPSL 
Notes Definitions
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Embargo Overview
• An Embargo is a temporary method of controlling or restricting traffic 
movements related to congestion, physical impairments (such as track 
or bridge damage), or dangerous weather.

• The AAR Embargo/OPSL Notes and Permit System allows railroads to 
issue, amend, and cancel Embargoes and OPSL Notes in an 
electronic format.

• It allows a user with assigned permissions to grant a permit(s) for 
specific shipments to proceed to an embargoed location.

• The database also allows a user to search Embargoes by their 
number or attributes (i.e., location, date, and more).
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OPSL Note
• An Open & Prepaid Station List Note (OPSL Note) is a permanent 
method of identifying stations that require long-term controlled traffic 
movement (operation issues, clearance, weight, capacity, damage, 
etc.).

• These are issued for problems that will not be resolved within one 
year. 

• OPSL Note numbers are not generated by the system and must be 
manually assigned by Railinc.
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AAR Security Embargoes
• A Security Embargo can ONLY be approved by Railinc after they have 
been in direct phone contact with the AAR Operations Center. 

• The ‘Cause/Detail’ for a Security Embargo is pre-filled with the 
following verbiage: “In consultation with the Department of Homeland 
Security, an emergency exists that could cause interference with 
railroad operations.”

• Typically, a Security Embargo affects traffic movement for TIH/PIH 
commodities (toxic inhalation/poison inhalation hazardous 
commodities). Only Railinc will issue a Security Embargo at the 
direction of the AAR. All Security Embargoes are issued by the AAR.
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Access and Roles
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Roles Within the Embargo Application
External Public Search Page
• embargo.railinc.com
• Search and view all Embargoes and OPSL Notes 
• View Embargo and permit officers 
• View user guide, 824 error codes, and frequently asked questions (FAQ)
Party to The Waybill
• Search and view all Embargoes and OPSL Notes 
• Request, view, and edit own permit requests 
• View Embargo and permit officers 
• Subscribe to Embargo and tariff note notifications
• Create, edit, and delete a Dashboard 
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Roles Within the Embargo Application
Embargo/OPSL Note Officers
• Issue, amend, cancel, reissue, clone, export, and print 
Embargo/OPSL Notes on behalf of his/her road

• View audit log and journal for Embargo/OPSL Notes
• View EDI 824 Message
• Create, edit, view CIF Synonyms
Embargo/OPSL Note Permit Officers
• Issue, cancel, and approve or reject Embargo/OPSL Notes permits
• View audit log and journal for Embargo/OPSL Notes permits
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Requesting Access to the Embargo Application
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Requesting Access to the Embargo Application
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Industry Standards & 
TD-1 Circular
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TD-1 Circular
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS 

In Effect as of January 1, 2021

TO: Transportation Officers – 
All Railroads The following instructions 
shall govern the placing and handling of 
Embargoes: The AAR TD-1 Circular 
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TD-1 Circular, cont.
An Embargo is a method of controlling traffic movements when, in the 
judgement of the serving railroad, an actual or threatened physical or 
operational impairment, of a temporary nature, warrants restrictions against 
such movements.

For the purpose of this Circular, "Traffic" is defined as loaded and revenue 
empty freight cars, trailers and/or containers. In the case of disasters, the 
definition of "Traffic" can be expanded to include embargo of empty freight 
cars. Empty equipment may be embargoed only in the case of a disaster in 
which damage or destruction of railroad facilities such as bridge fires, 
accidents, or the imminent occurrence of such a Physical Impairment (e.g., 
approaching hurricane, rising floodwaters). This shall include carrier and 
privately owned or leased freight cars, trailers and/or containers.
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TD-1 Circular, cont.
II. The TD-I Circular advises against issuing Embargoes for the following 
circumstances: 

• As a permanent measure to control traffic. 

• At the request of a consignee. 

• Against acceptance of Traffic on specified days. 

• Limiting the amount of Traffic to be accepted daily or periodically. 

• As a commercial measure to control the routing of Traffic to or via any 
particular gateway, railroad, or destination which is not related to the 
existence of the impairment.
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TD-1 Circular, cont.
II. The TD-I Circular advises against issuing Embargoes for the following 
circumstances:

• De-market traffic. 

• Restrict business growth. 

• Enforce terms of a contract or interchange agreement between railroads. 

• Against a consignor or consignee for failure to pay freight charges and/or 
demurrage. 

• Against Traffic consigned to the United States Government, its authorized 
agents or officers, except when the Physical or Operational impairment 
prevents movement of such Traffic.
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Embargo/OPSL Note 
Search Embargo

Issue Embargo
Amend Embargo
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Issuing an Embargo or OPSL Note
• The available options for an Embargo or 
OPSL Note are nearly identical.

• Only an Embargo officer or OPSL Note 
officer can issue an Embargo or OPSL 
Note.
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Issuing an Embargo
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Issuing an Embargo, cont.

© 2026 Railinc. All Rights Reserved 21



Issuing an Embargo, cont.
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Issuing an Embargo, cont.

© 2026 Railinc. All Rights Reserved 23



Issuing an Embargo, cont.
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• Waybill Parties 
• Target Select Waybill Parties

• Included waybills with missing waybill parties (CIFs) – If no CIFs are provided, then the 
N1 segment on the waybill has to match exactly with the Patron Name, City, and State. 

• Exclude waybills with missing waybill parties (CIFs) – only looking for the CIFs
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Issuing an Embargo, cont.
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Amend or Cancel Embargo
• Amending Embargo – Allow editing of the effective embargo.
• Cancel Embargo – Allow the embargo officer to cancel their 
embargoes.



Permits
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What is a Permit?
• Embargoes and OPSL Notes 
may contain a provision for a 
permit to provide a controlled 
movement of traffic to an 
embargoed destination.
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Search & View Embargo Permits
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Requesting Permits Approval
• Once the customer has requested a 
permit, it is up to the permit officer from 
the railroad that issued the Embargo to 
approve.

• You can search for the permit officer(s) 
for a road by utilizing the search tab.

• Permit officers will use the ‘Search 
Permit’ menu option to find and review 
the permit requests before 
approving/rejecting them.
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Questions?
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824 and 
Hold Notifications
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Hold Notifications
An Embargo hold email notification is an English version of the EDI 824 
messages that are distributed by the Embargo System.

• With this notification, short line carriers that may be impacted by an 
Embargo at an origin location will be notified via email. 

• To receive the email notification, each short line must have either a 
registered Embargo officer in the AAR Embargo/OPSL Note System, 
or a contact listed in Railinc’s FindUs.Rail application for the Embargo 
Hold Notification category.
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EDI 824 and Hold Notifications
Example: 
“You received the email as a notification because the (your road) has a 
station registered at the origin point for a shipment that is going to a 
location that is currently embargoed. The email is sent to any carriers 
that have a station registered at that origin point, so that the carriers 
are aware to not originate any shipments to the destination as it is 
currently not allowing any traffic due to the Embargo. If you are not in 
possession of the car then no action is required of you. If you are then 
you would need to hold the car.”
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EDI 824 Viewer



Outbound 824 Messages
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EDI 824 Error Codes and Descriptions
• 824 Error Codes can only be 
accessed by Embargo officers 
and Railinc administrators. 

• Error codes can now be found at 
the top of the EDI 824 Details 
page.
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824 All Clear Notification
• The All Clear feature alerts 
you when an embargo has 
been cancelled or amended 
and no longer impacts a 
waybill that previously 
received an 824 Hold 
Notification. 



CIF Synonyms
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CIF Synonyms
• CIF synonyms provide 
Embargo Officers and OPSL 
Note Officers with the ability to 
better control traffic 
movements when restrictions 
are warranted.
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Create CIF Synonyms
•  Users with 
the Embargo 
Officer or 
OPSL Note 
Officer role 
have access 
to create CIF 
Synonyms
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Create videos with https://clipchamp.com/en/video-editor - free online video editor, video compressor, video converter.





View/Edit/Delete CIF Synonyms
• To 
View/Edit/Delete 
My Road CIF 
Synonyms

• To View all 
Roads’ CIF 
Synonyms
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Create videos with https://clipchamp.com/en/video-editor - free online video editor, video compressor, video converter.





Additional ‘Help’ 
Resources

© 2026 Railinc. All Rights Reserved 45



Embargo Application Help
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Embargo Product Page
• Railinc.com  Products & Services 
 AAR Embargo System

• Related Links  Public Embargo 
System Page (Without login to 
search Embargoes, Permits)

• Related Support Documents   
User Guide, FAQ Guide, Quick 
Guide, etc.
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Questions?
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Common Questions
Q – What should I do if a shipment is incorrectly stopped by an embargo, or 
if a train gets through an embargo when it should have been stopped?

  A – First, review the embargo criteria to determine whether the shipment 
meets the embargo conditions. If the embargo is being applied incorrectly, not 
applied when expected, or the reason is unclear, contact Railinc and provide the 
embargo number and relevant car numbers for further investigation.

Q – Can a customer shipment move to a destination if it is subject to more 
than one embargo and they only have one permit?
 A – In cases involving more than one embargo in a waybill route, the Tier II 
EDI 824 edit process will require a permit for each Embargo impacting the waybill.



What’s Upcoming for Embargo
• Embargo Release – Early November 2026

• Enhancement of the Embargo UI to be mobile-friendly
• Adding more Shortlines Visibility to 824
• Adding the origin/destination detail to the embargo hold notification email

•  Upcoming Webinar
• Embargo Party to Waybill Webinar – November 10th and 12th 
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Let Us Know Your Thoughts

Railinc Customer Success Center  
csc@railinc.com

877-724-5462

mailto:csc@railinc.com


@Railinc /railinc /railinc1 www.railinc.com

Railinc Keeps You Moving
Cindy Zhang

Phone: 877-724-5462
Email: csc@railinc.com
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