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LCS Overview and Purpose
Car movement and interchange events are reported by railroads to 
Railinc through the TRAIN reporting system.

• Reported events are stored in Event Repository (ER).
• ER is used by many industry processes.  

• The TRAIN II User Manual contains the specific message formats that are 
used to transmit events to Railinc.

• Prior to LCS, car owners had to mediate between carriers and claims 
might be unresolved for years.

• Interchange discrepancies are resolved using industry developed 
rules.

• Missing interchanges are created by LCS.

https://public.railinc.com/sites/default/files/documents/TrainII.pdf


© 2026 Railinc. All Rights Reserved. 5

LCS Overview and Purpose
Analyzes car movement and interchange events to assure that 
continuity is maintained.
Establishes a common set of transactions for car hire calculation.
One entity must be responsible for every hour of a month.
LCS analysis occurs 120 hours (5 days) after the event date/time.  

• This delay allows accurate event reporting.
Once a LCS record is created, no changes can be made.  

• No correction process is required for LCS interchanges.
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LCS Junction Types
LCS decisions are categorized by the type of activity that was 
analyzed:  

• Junction Types indicate what information LCS had for analysis.
• Junction Types allow carriers to investigate potential reporting problems.



© 2026 Railinc. All Rights Reserved. 7

V – Verified Interchange
Both carriers report the interchange at exactly the same time and 
location.
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B – Split Interchange
Both parties report an interchange that differs by four hours or more.  

• LCS will “split the difference”. 
• Half of the disputed time is allocated to each carrier.
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W – Verified Interchange
Both carriers report times that differ by less than four hours.

• LCS accepts the delivering carrier record.  
• Rule is consistent with industry practice prior to LCS.
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G – Gap Interchange
An interchange is not reported, but movement events show possession 
has changed.

• LCS creates a gap interchange one minute prior to the first event reported 
by the receiving carrier.
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D – Delivering Carrier Reported Interchange
Only the delivering carrier reported an interchange.

• LCS uses the reported record.   
• LCS favors reporting carriers over non-reporting carriers.
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R – Receiving Road Reported Interchange
Only the receiving road reported an interchange.  

• LCS uses the reported event.  
• LCS favors reporting carriers over non-reporting carriers.
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Additional Junction Types
C – A car owner or user accepts liability by creating a Liability 
Acceptance Message (LAM). 

• Physical inspection reveals a car is not where LCS reports it is.  
• Carriers who accept liability for a car can create a LAM in CASS.

E – Start of haulage.
F – End of Haulage.
Q – Haulage terminated due to two or more load/empty status changes.            

• LCS interchanges car to current handling carrier.
• More than two changes in load/empty status terminates haulage.
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Additional Junction Types
Negotiated interchange agreements can allow one carrier to be 
responsible for all interchange reporting at a specific location. 
 

O – One Road Reporting by the delivering carrier.  
• LCS uses the delivering carrier record.
• Receiving carrier report is disregarded.

P – One Road Reporting by the receiving carrier.  
•  LCS uses the receiving carrier record. 
•  Delivering carrier report is disregarded. 
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Investigating LCS Records
Frequently, carriers or car mark owners do not understand the reasons 
for LCS interchanges. 
Most carriers see only their version of events, and do not have access 
to events reported by other carriers that influence LCS analysis.

• “How did this car get in my account?”  

• Using Car Accounting Self Service (CASS), review all applicable events from 
the Event Repository.
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Pre-Submitted Questions
• Q1: How can I get set up to receive LCS TRAIN II messages?

• A1: Agents receiving for other roads can submit an LOA under the Asset 
Utilization category and select from the sub-categories listed under LCS. 
Roads receiving their own data can reach out to Railinc’s product support 
team to get set up.

• Q2: How do I know which events were inserted by LCS/Railinc?
• A2: Events inserted by LCS due to reporting, such as Gap Interchanges, will 

show events with the Posted Road reflected as “AARG.”
• Q3: What time zone are events based in?

• A3: For all messages, the time zone is inferred as local time based on the 
location of the event reported unless otherwise noted using a Time Zone 
Indicator.
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Car Accounting Self Service (CASS)
• CASS Permissions
• Searching events in CASS
• Creating Liability Acceptance Messages (LAM)
• Reports



© 2026 Railinc. All Rights Reserved. 19

Permissions
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Searching for Events
• You can search for events two ways — using the Event Search, or if 
you are a CHLF participant, the CHLF Search. 
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Searching for Events
• CASS Event Search enables users to search for events by entering a 
single car and a start and end date range.
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Searching for Events
• When performing a search, if no events are found for the specified 
search parameters, you will be presented with the message below 
and two options:
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Searching for Events
• An event search returns all events for up to a 90-day date range. 
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Searching for Events
• From the search results page, double-click on any event to view 
details of the movement event and/or create a LAM from that event.
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Creating Liability Acceptance Messages
• Users can create a LAM from an existing event or via the Messages 
dropdown under ‘Create Liability Acceptance.’
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Creating Liability Acceptance Messages
• All fields shown are required: 
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Creating Liability Acceptance Messages
• You can submit the LAM or preview the message before submitting.  
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Creating Liability Acceptance Messages – 
Viewing Message History
• Users can view LAM History for their mark. 
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Creating Liability Acceptance Messages
• Users can view LAM History, sort the search results, or download the 
results to CSV. 
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Reports
• CASS provides the following reports to assist users. Each of these 
reports can be exported as a spreadsheet.
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Helpful Links
Car Hire Products and Services

https://public.railinc.com/products-services/car-hire
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Customer Satisfaction Survey
• LCS Product Survey

• August 3rd – August 17th
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